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False killer whales, Pseudorca crassidens, are infrequently observed in the Azores. Since 1987, there have
been roughly 125 reported sightings around various islands of the Archipelago. Photo-ID analysis of
dorsal fins shows several long term (13 year) and inter-island matches (80-125nm). Given the infrequency
of sightings, the fact that there are multiple re-sightings of individuals combined with individuals sighted
only once, indicates that part of the population shows some degree of residency in the Azorean
archipelago. Several individuals have been re-sighted together over multiple years, supporting the known
cohesive social structure of this species. Group size varies from 2-150 individuals. New-born calves have
been encountered on multiple occasions, indicating that the Azores may serve as a nursery ground and
constitute a critical habitat for this species. False killer whales have been observed multiple times in
association with bottlenose dolphins, Tursiops truncatus, and occasionally other species. Aggression from

resident Risso’s dolphins, Grampus griseus, towards false killer whales has been documented off Pico
Island. False killer whales in the Azores have been observed feeding on tuna, snipe fish, mullet and wreck
fish and may follow food resources around the archipelago and surrounding submarine mountains. These
animals may require protection, since they interact with fisheries and at present there are 2 known bycatch events in the local long-line fishery. To date, individual matches between the Azores and the other
Macaronesian Archipelagos have not been verified for this species. Since other odontocetes, such as
short-finned pilot whales, Globicephala machrorhyncus, and sperm whales, Physeter macrocephalus,
have shown long range movements within Macaronesia, false killer whales may also move between these
archipelagos. In the future, matching will be done between the Azores and the remaining areas of
Macaronesia, to gain insight into the movement patterns and distribution of this top predator.

Sightings of false killer whales were recorded during whale watching tours from 1993-present. ID photos
were taken with various SLR cameras and lenses. Dorsal fins were cropped and matched manually. For
this study, only marked individuals were matched. The letter “A” was attributed to distinctively marked
individuals, while “B” was attributed to less distinctive but nonetheless marked individuals.

Several individuals were re-sighted over the years, spanning over 10 years. Inter-island matches were
also observed between the central and western group (80-125nm).

Socialising has been observed often, indicated by breaches or tail slaps
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