
There is a cost to these expeditions 
(all accounted for and published in each 
report), but, as a ‘citizen scientist’ you 
are very well catered for and constantly 
learning as you go; working alongside 
professional field scientists and gaining an 
introduction to numerous relevant outdoor 
life skills, such as radio and GPS telemetry, 
safe trapping and setting up a comfortable 
oasis field camp.

The reason BE have come into view this 
month at OutdoorUAE HQ is their most 
recent Arabian Desert report, in which they 
studied the majestic Arabian oryx, illusive 
Gordon’s wildcat, wily sand foxes, flighty 
gazelles and assorted other desert fauna. 

There was good news from the report, 
most notably, “The successful collabora-
tion between Biosphere Expeditions and 

Good news from the latest Biosphere 
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‘Clearly-defined 
targets’, ‘critical issues’, 
‘sustainable conservation’, 
‘citizen Scientists’, ‘education 
and training’ and ‘creation of 
protected wilderness areas’ are 
just some of the buzz words 
that sum up Biosphere Expedi-
tions (BE) and what they aim to 
achieve through their non-profit, 
International Union for the Con-
servation of Nature endorsed, 
programs of volunteer expedi-
tions. 
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the Dubai Desert Conservation Reserve 
(DDCR), initiated in 2012, continues.” That 
“Citizen scientists collected data on nine 
target species. Data gathered alerted the 
DDCR management to several conserva-
tion issues and also allowed for informed, 
fact-based management decisions to be 
made in a showcase of how the work of 
citizen scientist volunteers can aid the ef-
forts of conservation 
professionals.”  

Regarding the fragile Arabian oryx things 
continue to improve, “In 2013 Biosphere 
Expeditions monitored Arabian oryx herd 
health and found severe undernourish-
ment. As a result, DDCR management 
increased supplementary feeding. In 2014, 
the expedition body scored 278 Arabian 
oryx for herd health again, resulting in an 
average score of 2.9, which is just below 
the fit and healthy score of 3.0. This is a 
highly satisfactory management result and 
body score monitoring will continue.”

And a first, “A rare sand fox was caught 
by the expedition for the first time in the 
history of the DDCR, As a result of this cap-
ture, further expeditions will start targeting 
this species in an attempt to obtain more 
information about it.”

For those of you who lean towards, 
science, the environment, conservation 
and the general betterment of the region 
and planet (all of you we hope!) the full 43 
page report is available at, www.biosphere-
expeditions.org/reports#expedition-
reports-archive and go to “Arabian 2014”. 
See our FB for links.

Working alongside experts.

Reinforcing important outdoor skills.

Arabian fox, first time capture.

Biosphere have a January expedition 
in the pipeline (10th -17th), whereupon 
they will continue their positive impact on 
the region and hopefully have more good 
news to report towards the back end of 
2015. So, now is as good a time as any 
to sign up and surprise your kids with a 
seasonal gift that will last a lot longer than 
the latest tech craze. 

If you are interested in research a little 
further afield than our backyard then there 
are many other international options avail-
able for you to pick, including tracking 
snow leopards in Kyrgyzstan, a Slovakian 
lynx, wolf and bear week or even a trip 
to deepest Amazonia to study just about 
everything.

Please also find a little holiday time 
to follow Biosphere Expeditions on their 
social media outlets, FB, YT and Google+, 
or visit their website at www.biosphere-
expeditions.org where you are even given 
the opportunity to become a ‘friend of BE’, 
which is something we recommend fully.  
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