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Holidays
that help
Get close to turtles on the Kimberley 
coastline western Australia.

Every November Flatback turtles mate along the 
Kimberley coast before dragging themselves ashore 
to lay eggs. Yet, very little is known about these iconic 
creatures, which are listed as ‘Data Deficient” by the 
IUCN Red List. 
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Biosphere Expeditions, the not-for-profit 
conservation specialist, is set to change 
this from 2010. Each November they 
will be running turtle expeditions to Eco 
Beach, an hour south of Broome, to fill 
in these gaps and give curious travellers 
the chance to get up close to these 
beautiful creatures. 

The week long conservation experience 
is a mix of Robinson Crusoe and David 
Attenborough. By day, volunteers can 
enjoy the remote coastline, a wilderness 
untouched except for the aptly named 
Eco Beach Retreat. By night, they will 
work alongside Glenn McFarlane, a 
local scientist with seven years of turtle 
conservation under his belt, to measure 
and tag the turtles. Duties include 
helping to collect DNA samples as well 
as observe and record data about their 
nesting behaviour.

“I say to people, you’ve seen David 
Attenborough on the TV and the amazing 
things he does. Now get out of your 
armchair and experience it yourself,” 
explains Dr. Matthias Hammer, Executive 
Director of Biosphere Expeditions, “our 
projects have very tangible results, from 
providing the manpower to gather data, 
to boosting funding to allow scientists to 
continue their research. It gives people a 
real insight into how conservation works 
on the ground as well as the satisfaction 
to have played an active part.”

No experience or qualifications is needed 
to join the expedition although you need 
to be reasonably fit. The set up of the 
expedition allows members to also relax 
at the award-winning Eco Beach, enjoy 
the infinity pool, ocean-front bar and 
yoga room. Turtles are also not the only 
rare wildlife you can experience. The 
isolation and tropical climate of the area 
has created a rich and diverse range 
of flora and fauna. Expeditioners can 
immerse themselves in nature through 
the retreat’s guided nature walks, 
indigenous tours, bird watching or kayak 
tour of nearby Jack’s Creek. 

The project runs between 8-15 
November and 15-22 November 2010 
and costs £980 excluding travel to and 
from Australia. More information at 

www.biosphere-expeditions.org/australia


