Eco hero Dr Matthias Hammer, conservation project organiser

| Dr Matthias Hammer is the founder and managing director of

| Blosphera Expeaditions, a volunteer organisation thac

| works alongside sclentists on international conservation projects.
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| always aspired to be like D‘nld Attenborough. | came over 1o Britan Fror'l'- i H L -.u-. o
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Germany, where | prew up. to study bology at Crdlord and for a TG at

Cambredpe. Then it ma that academia warn't really what D wanted = it was T
a kot of pen puthing and a real ‘publish or persh’ world, Y| AL ) T
I organised student expeditions at Oxford, andd when someone sl to
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- me, Why don't you get peoplo to pay you 10 go on expeditions!’ it was a momont LLL AR -'{1"'”* f ! ol !
| of revelatlon. | started looking at vohiteering and decided to st up my e s | Pk =2y

1
| own volunleer conservation organiation, YW take groups of eght 1o 12, from r H _' th, I I- = I;'- IE }
l i e qﬂ e,

I thirtysomelhings to the over-sties, from all over the workd,

We're not a travel agency. "What vee do s not contrived, osphere’s P - R =l
whopan s ‘Experience contervation in acton’ We do po o interview q - i
locals abiout tricey loopards, we do po with bah trackers té track chegtabs

We are integrated into the local conmunity,

I don't want to be Earthwatch with a hundred projects: | ke to provide a fow
quality experientes. From December onwards ware going 10 have taster weekends
iry thee UK where peopls will come 10 one of the natonal parks, such as the Morfolk
Broads. and Lry a weekend 10 el whal it's bl 10 be on an expedition,

One of our very tangible results was that our five-year project in Poland
helped prevent a proposed woll cull, THere was an rgument between the hunting
Yoty and the conserviationnts. As an cutside body, we conducted an

independent survey and our data showed that theere weren't many wioles arcund,
The result was that no hunting lcences were offered,

To begin with | used my university contacts to find research projects,

Bt niw | gt roughly 100 comads a year offerg us progects, W have nine on the
£o at the moment. varying from assating with the internatonal coral reel

sy it Monducas, 1o tracking the endangered chamais {mountan goat) in the
Tatra moantaing in Slovakia, In the Altal, we are providng data to oreste o

national park Walve done the same in the Ukraine,

The people wo want Lo attract are poople who have abways wondered J
what it's kke 1o be a field biolognt, | 2ay 1o people, you've seen David Attenborough
on Lhe televison and the amazing things hat he does. Mow get out of your

armichair and experience it yoursell, Our vokuneers provide help on two levels, Matthias Hammer recommends. ..
with benh fundsg and manpower. Responsible tourlsm The argument that we

W always publish an expedilion report S0 1o 12 months alter an expedition shouldn't My is ludherous: conader ke benelts touriem

The report i written by the scientists and includes contervation recomemendations Lriigs Lo areas, In mary countries, the enly thing keeping
and o Budgel thowing how much money we've carned from volunteers' the chainsaws from the ranforest s people poing Lo vt
comribltiont. We puarantee thit a1 keast twodthinds of our expedition contribition it Yo cut this off, it's poing 1o bo mado mto matchaticks,
MCome 15 yent in the countey imeelf But make sure you go with 8 responstae operator 1hat
For ma to feel | am making a difference 1o prople’s lves and the wrvval puits back benefits o the local comemmty, Tey

of arirmals in the ficld = there really i notheng better responpblotoavel com. My locally run and cened

tuspdare. pahections.ong organi food siore n Hoedhberg, Germany




