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Puring the hirat weaek of Jamuary
2012, | carme sCioss 8n

agverlisement an “Facebaok’
pffering scholarship apporiunities
far Maldivians 10 be frained as
“Heal Lhack Ecallivars” and
gubaeguanly to LEkd parlin g
wvilunteer bazed reef sureying
eupedilion. | was intrigued, being a
PACH Divermastar myself af the trma
and having a desap fascination and
ke Tar marine congardation, | Tall
1his was g ance in a liletime
ppparbunity Nt o ke missed. Afper
all, who wonddn't miss an
JRparunity 10 s5pand & weak
Sruiging ebaand & laxuny yacht in the
Maldives, whilal recaiving the
knowledge and espiertise hat
would be utlised 10 aid our
colectve maring consaralion
aitaris

The scholarships werns being
pifered by an KGO called
"Binsphers Expaditions, which
agccording 10 thern is "an
international non-profit wildhife
wilunbesr arganisation, founded in
15699, that runs consareion
grpadmions all acrpss tha globe
iBiosphere-Expaditens.ang, 20747,
Thiir congeraalion holidays comsist

ol an sclectic mix, rangng from thea
monitoring of elephants, lecpard=s
ared chegtahs = Mamibia o
asslsting In the local managerant
ol Frarsupesl spacies n Austelia
Thessa expeditans ganarally consist
of & times peried of 1 1o 2 wesks,

| belimwe thag thair Dusiness is parl
of a revplutionary new breed of aco-
tounsn tarmad “Graen Holdays”
Graen Haolidays are vasalans
centred on a theme of
ervimnmaenial conservatsan, which
requirg the hlidaymakers 10 taka
pan in some formy o envingnmenis
Consaralion aclivily dumng the
course af ther tripe In & warkd laced
with incressing ecological
chalianges such as global warmirg,
gatorestation, disappaanng corsl
reets, dwindling wildlile
papulations, auc., 1hs &, arpuably, &
highiy creative initiative to boost
pROHE S awareness reganding thase
realitsas and gftaring them a chance
L3 18KS LN,

S0 what did ther “GEeen Halicsy©
tanggted 1oweards the tdaidiees
exacly invalve! ATer Deing
intomrmad that |was one ol 1ha
recipima al Her scholarEhips
which by 1he way was one of tha
happiest maments of my Be | was
e-mailad an online brochure
outhning @ mough mnerary, agendda
arsd Fludy reatarats lar he rip. The
inerary consisted of 2 = 3 davs of
study, training and testing with the
interton of canifying all of tha
viunTesars ag Reat Chack
EcoDivers”. The namaining 4 -5
dervs ertalad visting 2 - 3 atalls
ard sureaying tha house reafs of
vaAnaLE rasons and a popular dive
sita wseng the “Reef Check®
methad odagias which wa hava
learm

By this paint yaw might b
wondenng what exacily is “Reel
Chiecke”™ and what does o "Rt
Chigck EcoQliver™ o Wl “Riaet
Chieck”™ ig an intamational rdar-pnalil
organisation fouwnded in 1296 by an
Amenican manne ecolagist named
Do, Greger Hedgson dedicated to
consarsation of ten BEosysiems;
trapical coral raels and Calilarnia
rocEy reeds realchack.ong, 20040

In addition to warking with marine
bizlogisis around the woeld on @
diwarse ranga of mbarnaticnal
Maring Consardalion gropecis. ey
al30 mainilan an exiensive dacabase

wilh waluable mfarmation and
prirmary data cancerning the health
ardt condition af coral reafs
warldwida, which are constanihy
fualad by mput Tram mafing
biclagigts, ather similar
organisatiaons and “Fesf Check
Ecolivers”

Ancther B3pect 10 heir onganisation
ig the ollering al raining outbnes
materials and courses with the
objectve o training laymen 1o
become thesa "FRael Lheck
Ecolinars”. The course consigis of
lesaring Lo addentily and deEtinguiEh
betwaen seected groups of fish
speRcias, imsarebrates, substate
typas of coral diseasas and man-
made a8 wall a3 natural damage
that bedalls caral raeds,

The practical camponent invokeas
thiz vs=a of 105 m fransact tapas and
underwater slatas 1o esseEt in
gunseseny and puiting tha theorny to
prachica,



The fallewing is a surmeasized version
ol the trig diary that | maintained durng
tha course of the capeditan. | hope i

offers you more datail and insight with
ragard o tha natura of the expadition
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SUMMARISED
TRIP DIARY
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Arnived &l Masandhura Palace Hodel
party moming for ibe irdtial meet-up,
et up with a drarss mix of
wiunteans roem ddferent
nalionalites and wee sefted in for
the inroductony briefing by Cx
tatthias Hamemar, the cepediton
tader and the foundsar of Biosphans
Empaditiansg. Once waa finished up
with 1he tormalities and inicial
paperaork, we made our way to the
diwirg dhwaani {beatd of kY Carps
Caam |live abaard] which 1o us 1o
the main wessel. 'We wana graatad
by Dr. JearrLuc Soéandl, 8 marinea
bialogist ard ow Reel Check
Instructor wiho was goang b lead
thi actual surdey effort, Attar
lestaning 1o his Briafing ragarding
the Torrmat of the course and tha
surveys, we made a lun dive alar
that day to Baras Housa Aeef and
satthad Mo deap stuchy

O30aZ012

A cawrge keciund Tallowed braakfast
and v were delghied 1o hear that
WiE Wala Qning 1o et our firss-
haniEs on enperancea with sunseying
latar that afparnoon. W mede 8
cragairs] Troem Morth Male” a0l 1@
South flake’ atol and the south
pasiprn seciion of Byvaadhoo's
housa reat was chosen as tha sita
1 be survayed. This was an
invaluable rairmng Cvge sur ey dive
and v e all amazed at the
spmnid and gase with which we
wwara abka Io survey Using Haet
Chack's mataraks and methodology
W hasd o e Lo rasl altes Tha
trairimg a5 aur firs thaory axam
meEted LS.

a0 2

Thankfully, evandiosdy passad 1hair
initesl exam yastarday. Tad mora
pxams awaited ws today while we
miacka tha cressing fram South

Mala® to Marth Ari atell and after
that wa had an n-watar practical
past. A shghily sirassful day dusa to a
ey Tilled with exams, but
eerybicdy passed with flying
colaurs and wae were able 1o relax at
night

DEDaEN2

Wile b aur irst peopsar Surviey
taday. Ellaidhan housa resf, a
fawaurite dive sie of ming. did not
dhsappont in tha marning, nee did
the sacond site we did later that
aftamean called Orimas Fan.
Marale and energy levels reachad a
kigh taday as evarybady falt we had
significantly changed gesrs, Add &
Fur night to the Tamaus Masya Thila
e Gila later that fight and
perybody was really pomiped up.
T T b

Thig nirth-gasterm and south-
wiakbam sactans of Aagsas’s houss
Fed mpare A he menu T0dey Yes
two surveys, one in the moming
ared ara in the afternoan wens
dadicated ta this 516 Wa
waliiimad aurveang the same real
SysLarm Daica ad vl all lall 1his was
the best in terms af cord cover and
feh life sa far. WHALE SHARKS
tamoarmoew! |

R T )

Linfertunateby cur cruize for whale
shark= prowed ureventful and we
consolad purselves with 1ha Desiity
of Vilamendhao's housa reaf, which
wis the last site 10 be survayed fo
the trip. Cruize back Eormsarnas.

{aaM12

Wa started the cruca back 10 Maka 4?
ared it was gernarally a chilad cul

day. Or. Salardt did & presamation

regarding the results of the entire

rpedition, which 1o our delight

confirrad that reets were healthy

arsd shoeesd great recavery aftar the

blaachng event of 12498,
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Final Note

IF woid weand to kncse rreare abowt Beosphara
Expeditions arnd Real Chack, wigit bopshane-
expeditons.arg ard resfcheck.org. Complete
raports of expedifions as well as the repart for
this particular axpedimon ane availabka orlira
via Ao Dinsphara-ax padiicn s, ongimaparts 1or
vigwang by the qeneral puslic,

Bicsphere Expeditans stll run their placement
prograrmimes for lacals and information
raganding tha applcation grocess 15 an

v Daa phang-axpaditicna, ongiplacameants

bodubeﬂ

cultwure

prniakl: tr gge rhishbeachwear:

Rl Mohaased 1o g PR Manes Soada
phisr Jreyner (rrenlly e iar e
ey oy mamaeer for Waleeer Prd
Ead ey MiakaVies ) el Uase Inii
Umanaarps, e Siedha 1§ oo SWoan S

2 Hr riarkea' béx xeatvr ey canner wath
W Fooaie ek Peae sarfos elifioh wiar ol
short pepmoirely due o a flee sockilens shat
s bt shetrrmed M Do, 806 Jrae alin
il bl Ve DeeTions Sobaing

TFEEney ARTTO ARF I.lll.'llll T AT

igmail.com or call #5960




