M Joural

EXPEDITION

THE GHOST
LEOPARD

Tracking the fiercest and most elusive wildcat of the ancient world, our
writer joins a crew of wannabe Livingstones in northern Oman on a true
21st-century wildlife trip: to prove that the Arabian leopard is not extinct,

ADLAL=HIEMANI STEERS
us alomgr a bulkdosed track
that traces the cifl s edge
like a haleony on acrum-
bling tower. Bevond the

. windshiceld is a 700-
sepuare-mile mae of rock-hard wadis — dry
riverbeds — cach chiseled into the desert
Iy 100 million vears of now-dead seas and
rivers, terrain as tweaked as wadded tinfoil,
Contemplating the Wile E. Covote hairpins,
our velocity, the coctlicient of friction between
tires amid scrabbly track, the depth of the
chasm a fow inches to my right — well, there
is nothing to do but sing.

MEN"S JOURMAL

by CHARLES GRAEBER

Al-Hikmani, who insisted Leall him Hadi,
lewes hallads, the plangent folk songs of love
andl loss in which the heart is a hunter in the
night,  bonser who fights and suffers and, some-
heww, survives, As he whips our Land Rover
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around another loose curve, he warbles his
love for O, the desert, the day, and for the
vaterions leopand we hope to ind,

Wie're here, 15 of us in aconvoy of three
Rowvers on a fully outfitted two-week expe-
dition to scour the remote reaches of the
Musandam Peninsuly in northern Oman for
signs of what zoologists call Pachera pasdns
agmr and shepherds call i and evervone
calls the Arabian leapard. Hadiis our driver,
our gaide, our lixer, but he is also one of the
first fiedid hiobogists inall of Oman; he searches
foer thee Arabian leopand, more clusive than
the snow leopard of the Himalavas, even
when he iso't joined by paying foreigners.
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A place to hide: Dman’s Musarndam
Poninsula, one of the few habitats of the
endangered Arabéan beopard, ks hemmed in
by the nugged Hajar Meuniains,
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