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SURVEY

The Arabian Leopard Panthera pardus nimr is a flagship species for
Oman’s mountain habitats. It once occurred throughout the mountainous
regions of Jordan, Oman, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates
and Yemen. However, by the 1990s the leopard had become locally
extinet in most areas of the region and if viable populations remained
they were most likely to be found in the high mountains of Oman and
Yemen.

The Arabian leopard is the largest surviving cat species in the Arabian
Peninsula. Listed as Critically Endangered in

7 "+ the [UCN Red List of Threatened Species,
it is on Appendix 1 of the Convention on

Y International Trade in Endangered Species

=<' This booklet describes the work of the
3 Arabian Leopard Survey which seeks to
study and conserve the Arabian Leopard in the
) wild in Oman. The Survey is run by the
7 Office of the Adviser for Conservation of the
' Environment of the Diwan of Roval Court in
collaboration with the Ministty of Regional
Municipalities, Environment & Water Resources. The booklet has been
generously sponsored by Petroleum Development Oman and the original
exhibition panels by the Shell Representative Office Oman.

The Arabian Leopard Survey
Office of the Adviser for Conservation of the Environment
Diwan of Royal Court
P.O. Box 246, Muscat 113, Sultanate of Oman.

For more information contact:
Tel:(+968) 693171, Fax:(+968) 693883
Email: acedrc@omantel.net.om
WWW.0IryXoman.com

Directorate-General of Nature Conservation
Ministry of Regional Municipalities, Environment & Water Resources
P.O. Box 323, Muscat 113, Sultanate of Oman.

S Ty il
Petroleum Development Oman




e LN WD A B S S S S SRS AN S s

The Arabian Leopard

Leopard cousins

The leopard is the most
adaptable member of the cat
family and is found in Affica,
Arabia and Asia. The Arabian
leopard is one of the smallest
species, weighing only half as
much as its African cousin.

Where does the leopard live

The Arabian leopard is foundonly in'tl .
mountainens Argas of the Axabiat Peninsuld:
These mountatis-cover many: vegetation type
from the semi-desert of Musandam to-the -

woodlandof Dhofar, == = e

What does the leopard eat?

Family life

Leopards are likely to produce one litter of
one or two cubs a year from the age of two.
Cubs' eyes open about a week after birth and
they are weaned after eight weeks. They stay
with their mothers for up to two years.

Spotted fur camouflage: hiding
from prev and enemies

Leopards mainly eat medium-sized wild mammals,
but can survive on rodents, birds, and insects.

¢ Powerful
Wback legs:
= Douncing

B

Arabian leopard

defence

Territory

Each leopard has its own large territory which
it marks with urine, faeces, and by scraping the
ground. This prevents leopards competing for
food. Leopards live alone except when mating,
or when young are still with their mother.

Strong
front legs: N
climbing

Retractable sharp claws:
holding prey, climbing,

African leopard

Long, pointe,
canine teeth:

On the move

In remote areas leopards are more
active by day during the cooler winter
months, and at night during the hot
summer. Near settlements leopards
are usually only active at night.




Arabian Leopard Survey

Phase |: Camera-trapping in Jabal Samhan

Leopard o

scats were

collected and

used to determine the

dict of the leopard. Hyrax, ibex and
gazelle were all found in the diet.

Camera-traps operated by infra-red Scat material is also being used for
beams were installed in September 1997. genetic studies since each scat
Cameras were triggered by animals as contains leopard DNA.

they passed through the beams.

Satellite image of Jabal Samhan showing the study areas.

Sadl

Study Areas

In September 1997 a survey was carried out
to look for signs of the Arabian leopard. The
picture shows a scrape made by the leopard to
mark its territory.

Each leopard was identified by the
very distinctive coat markings.
Here A and C are the same animal.




Arabian Leopard Survey

Phase 2: Satellite tracking

Six traps to capture leopard were The best location for traps was A young goat, provided with food
moved into Jabal Samhan in determined from the results of the and water, was used as bait.
September 2000 so that GPS satellite camera trapping. Three sites were

collars could be fitted to chosen, each had two traps.

a small number of leopard.

e .

Three temporary camps were established :
in February 2001 to allow the daily e - K
monitoring of the traps.

Once a leopard was captured veterinary
experts were brought in from Salalah.

Py

In seven weeks trapping four leopard were
captured, 3 male and 1 female.

Blood was taken for genetic work to Teeth can give an indication of the The GPS collars tell scientists the
help determine the exact status of this age of a leopard. movements of the leopard and
population. provide an indication of how much
area a single animal requires to
1 . survive.

After the collar is fitted the leopard
is left to recover and continue its
life in the wild. Data is collected
once the collar is recovered.

P



The summer monsoen just touches the southern cseatpment
but does not reach the heart-of JabalkSamhan. :

1

The frankincense harvesters use The only commercial activity After a heavy monsoon or rainfall
donkeys for transport. These animals in the Nature Reserve is local people bring goats and camels
may become feral aan damage the the harvesting of frankincense. ~ onto the top of the southern
environment of the Nature Reserve, escarpment.

Usually solitary the In many places the true wild cat has
~ wolf is sometimes seen hybridised with domestic cats but in the
in pairs. Nature Reserve it can still be found.

Honey badgers are renowned Rarely seen, the hyena is usually found Of Oman’s three species
for their strength. Here one in the eastern wadis and on the of fox, the Blanford’s is the
can be seen removing the heat southern escarpment. most endangered.
proofing from a camera-trap

unit.

Other mammal species of
the Nature Reserve:

Oman’s largest
population of ibex are I

Red fox
African small-spotted genet
White-tailed mongoose
Rock hyrax
Indian crested porcupine
Ethiopian hedgehog

found in the Nature
Reserve. They live in
groups of up to 45
individuals,

Small numbers of
gazelle are found on
the high plateau.




Arabian Leo Eard Survey
Phase 3: Working together

enk &_ Water Resources.
100

Regional co-operation
Since 2000 there has been an
annual regional meeting of
those responsible for leopard
%, conservation resulting in the
sharing of information and
resources between
2% countries.

Ltoey,

)
Poryyy,

= Local
co-operation
5 The survival of the
Arabian leopard requires the
co-operation of every person
ving in or visiting their habita
and government deparlrnents
responsible
for these areas.

Re

LSt

g Camera trapping
5 Camera trapping teams have been
established and are now operating
throughout the Dhofar
~mountains.

‘Environmental education

The more that is known about leopards Wildlife rangers talk to schools and farmers to Work has beaun at Sultan Qaboos U

the more that can be done to protect teach people about the need to protect the leopard. identify different wild carnivores from genelw
them. Any sightings of tracks, faeces, Educational materials are being produced to material (DNA) found in faeces collected in
scrapes or possible kills should be support these efforts. Dhofar. This will help scientists describe the

reported to a wildlife ranger. distribution of different carnivores.




Looking after the Arabian Leopard

E Rt 8

Losing ground

N S~
TR 100 years ago leopards
Vs could be found in all the
K H mountain ranges of the

) Arabian Peninsula. Today, the
The rarest mammal in the Dhofar mountains are one of

world? very few areas where leopards
There may be less than 100 Arabian survive. A few animals may also
leopards left in the wild. This makes remain in Musandam.

it one of the most endangered

animals in the world.

THREATS

Loss of habitat and food

Illegal killing In the last 20 years the huge increase in
Leopards are sometimes shot by farmers  the number of domestic animals in Dhofar
who think they are eating their animals. has damaged the vegetation. Fewer wild

It is illegal to kill leopards in Oman. animals can survive so leopards are more
Instead of risking large fines and likely to eat livestock. People and
imprisonment farmers should contact livestock have also moved into previousl
wildlife rangers for help. remote areas where leopards o¢

PROTECTION

Jabal Samhan Nature Reserve
~ The 4,500km’ Jabal Samhan Nature Rf:serve
- created in 1997. It is the only place in A
leopards are living in a protccted umnh'
greatly increasing their
chance of survival.

First Arabian leopards bred in captivity
In 1990, the first Arabian leopards ever bred in
captivity were born at the Omani
Mammal Breeding Centre,
Muscat. Leopards from the
Centre are on loan to 4
Arabia's Wildlife g
Centre in Sharjah.g8

Rangers S
Wildlife rangers teach Bl b
people about the need to protect
the leopard and help farmers who think there
may be a leopard killing their livestock.
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