


In search of snow leopard.
After I graduated from school №3 in Birobidzhan in 2008, I entered

Novosibirsk State University, biology department. In July, 2010 I was lucky to
participate in research expedition in Altai mountains. It is a conversation project
connected with endangered species, particularly with snow leopard. It is a very
beautiful animal, inhabit only Central Asia Mountains. About 100 individuals
inhabit Russia territory, which is about 2% from the whole number. Very little is
known about this animal because of its hiding and hard-to-reach area of habitat.
More over, snow leopard’s number is decreasing because of poaching.

The main task of expedition is to estimate snow leopard by sings of its
activity. Other studied species - mountain goat or ibex and mountain sheep or
argali are the main prey species for snow leopard. Many ground squirrels,
marmots, pikas and other small mammals are also could be prey for snow leopard.
Altai is also habitat for many birds: black eared kite, upland buzzard, imperial
eagle, saker falcon, cinereous vulture, Altai snowcock, Demoiselle crane, Palla's
sandgrouse, rose coloured starling etc. I’ve learned how to recognize different
bird species, but for perfect recognizing it is necessary to practice a lot and
memorize features of different species.

The expedition is hold by foreign nonprofit organization Biosphere
Expeditions. In the expedition participate people from all over the world. Our
group of 20 people has spent two weeks in the south of Russian Altai, near
boarders with China, Kazakhstan and Mongolia. Every day we’ve spent surveying
area around base camp. Our main goal was to make notes about all animals and
birds we’ve seen or signs of their activity – faeces, tracks, feathers, bones etc. For
the most important and interesting signs we’ve noted GPS data. Altai is habitat for
many rare species from Red Data Book of Russia. Our data about seeing this
species can be very useful for making this area reserved.

This expedition was a grate experience for me and gave much impression.
Every day I saw beautiful landscapes – snow mountains, alpine meadows with
many flowers. The climate was changeable – hot during the day and cold during
the night. One of the greatest impressions was when I was standing on a top of a
mountain and saw a hovering kite under me. Once we’ve met a group of 30
ibexes, also we saw foxes, chipmunks. But snow leopard we haven’t seen. No
wonder – the animal is wary and its number isn’t big. As far as everyone was
speaking English I had a great opportunity to improve my conversational English.
Biosphere Expeditions is offering free places to take part in snow leopard
conversation project next year. Everybody can get it. You don’t need any
education, only good knowledge of English, love to nature and wish to help in its
protection.


